Graduate Seminar (CMWS 697/698)

Spring 2011; SCI 120
Friday 2:30 – 3:20 PM (or later)

Instructors:
Juli Harding
Office:  

CSCC 151-C
Phone: 

349-2983
E-mail:  
jharding@coastal.edu

Office hours: 
MW 11-12:30, TH 9:30-11, by appt
Scott Parker

SCI 116C 

349-2491
sparker@coastal.edu
M 10:30-1:30, T TH 2:00-4:00, W 1:30-4:30, or by appt

Text:  None required.  Readings from the scientific literature will be assigned throughout the semester
Course Objectives:  The CMWS seminar series is a core requirement for CMWS graduate students and provides an introduction to the rigors of graduate school, scientific research, and the development of a defensible thesis.  Readings will be distributed as needed.

Philosophy:  This course consists of brief informal lectures, in-depth discussions, take-home reading and writing assignments, brief oral presentations by students, and student-led debate.  Discussions are intended to present relevant issues, improve student oral communication skills, and invoke critical analysis of the scientific literature.  Written assignments will consist of detailed outlines of required readings to develop skills of analysis and presentation in science.  Oral presentations will provide opportunities to lead scientific discussions and develop your thesis project by communicating the key aspects of your proposed research.

Student Learning Outcomes and Assessment Criteria:

1. Attend and participate in all seminar activities.

a. Assessment criteria:  Unexcused absences and rarely speaking in discussions will result in poor grades.  If a student is identified as being unprepared for class assignments, you may be asked to leave resulting in an unexcused absence.

2. Critically evaluate scientific literature and lead a discussion of this literature.

a. Assessment criteria:  Students will lead a discussion of one paper.  The paper will be chosen either by the instructors or students.  Students will be selected randomly to lead the paper selected by the instructors.  Student-selected papers must be approved by the instructors at least 2 weeks before they are discussed by the class.

b. Assessment criteria:  Students will write outlines of a minimum of three published papers using the format provided by the instructors.  You may complete outlines on up to five papers, with the highest grades counting.
3. Effectively research, organize, and orally communicate thesis research topic.

a. Assessment criteria:  CMWS 698 students will present one PowerPoint overviews of their research towards the end of the semester, which will be 12 min of presenting and 3 min of answering questions.  Students will also participate in a 5-minute question-answer period about their research topics early in the semester. CMWS 697 students will verbally present their ideas for thesis topics.  Visual aids are not required, although they can be used.

Attendance:  
Given the seminar nature of the course, attendance is required for all classes except for University approved
absences.

Grading:  Students will be evaluated using the assessment criteria outlined above.  Because of the nature of this course, grades are very dependent on participation and attendance.  Assignments will be graded according to a 5-point scale, with 5 = A and 1 = F.  Interim grades will be discussed with students 5 to 6 weeks into the semester.  At least 2 of the three written paper outlines should be turned in on or by 4/1/11.
Point Distribution: 

	Assignment
	Proportion

	Quality of contributions to discussions
	35%

	Leading paper discussion (at least once)
	15%

	Written paper outlines (3)
	35%

	Oral research presentation
	15%


Tentative Course Schedule
This schedule is tentative and subject to change.  The seminar course will include some lecture, but is largely designed as an informal discussion group.  Thus, the topics below will be covered during the semester, but the actual schedule is flexible and likely to change.

	Date
	Topic
	Assignment

	14-Jan
	Introduction
	

	
	Class discussion:  What have you learned about grad school so far? Presentations?
	

	21-Jan
	Critical analysis of journal articles (w handout)
	Journal list due

	
	Class discussion:  1) How to lead a discussion and 2) Journals - how to evaluate?
	Top 10 lists ready to discuss (Dos and Don’ts)

	28-Jan
	Grant writing and Publications
	List of relevant funding sources due

	
	Class discussion:  Finding relevant pots of $ for your thesis
	

	4-Feb
	Discussions
	

	
	1.                            
	

	
	2. 
	

	11-Feb
	Discussions
	

	
	3.
	

	
	4.
	

	18-Feb
	Discussions
	

	
	5.
	

	
	6.
	

	25 Feb
	Discussions
	

	
	7.
	

	
	8.
	

	4-Mar
	Discussions
	

	
	9.
	

	
	10.
	

	11-Mar
	Discussions
	

	
	11.
	

	
	12.
	

	18-Mar
	Spring break:  No class
	

	25-Mar
	Discussions
	

	
	13.
	

	
	CVs (Harding/Parker)
	

	1-Apr
	Presentations by 698 students on thesis research
	Formal presentations

	8-Apr
	Presentations by 698 students on thesis research
	Formal presentations

	15-Apr
	Multiple defenses likely - TBD
	

	22-Apr
	Student holiday:  No class
	


